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Attorney Ellen S. Simon is recognized as one of the leading legal authorities on civil law in the 
United States. Simon is the founding partner of the Simon Law Firm in Cleveland, Ohio, which 
specializes in representing individuals in employment and civil rights cases.  Ellen Simon is listed 
in the July 2001 issue of the National Law Journal as one of the nation’s leading litigators. She 
has been lauded for her work on landmark cases that made employment law on both the state and 
federal levels. Simon has made numerous appearances on newscasts in the Cleveland/Akron- 
Canton, Youngstown and Toledo television and radio markets, commenting on her cases. Ellen 
also provides a wealth of knowledge as a legal analyst, discussing high-profile civil cases.  She 
recently appeared on Court TV as a legal commentator on the Supreme Court nomination of John 
Roberts. 
 
Simon has been profiled in the journal, The American Lawyer,for her successful jury verdict in the 
first discrimination case of its kind, on behalf of an AIDS patient, refused admission to a hospital. 
She was later featured in Lawyers Weekly, U.S.A. for her verdict in Ohio’s first same-sex sexual 
harassment trial. In 2000, Ellen received regional and national attention for winning a record 
30.7 million dollar verdict in an age discrimination case- the largest of its kind in U.S. history. 
 

In 1991, Ellen Simon made news in the journal, Ohio Law, for being the first female trial lawyer to 
win a million-dollar verdict in Ohio, and was listed as one of Ohio’s top women litigators. Since 
2002, Ellen has been selected by her peers to be included in the annual publication, The Best 
Lawyers in America. 
 
Born and raised in suburban Cleveland, Simon graduated in 1974, with a B.A. Cum Laude, from 
Brandeis University, and in 1979, obtained her law degree from Suffolk University Law School. 
She went on to serve as law clerk to the honorable Judge Ann Aldrich, United States District 
Court, Northern District of Ohio, from 1983 to 1984. Simon is licensed to practice, by the State 
Bars of Massachusetts and Ohio, before the Supreme Judicial Court of Massachusetts, the 
Supreme Court of Ohio, the U.S. District Courts of Massachusetts and Ohio and the Supreme 
Court of the United States. 
 
Ellen Simon has served as an adjunct professor at the Cleveland Marshall School of Law at 
Cleveland State University, where she teaches employment law. Ellen is an experienced and 
popular orator, having presented dozens of legal seminars to professional organizations, 
including the Association of Trial Lawyers of America, the National Employment Lawyers 
Association, the Ohio Academy of Trial Lawyers and the Cleveland, Federal and Ohio State Bar 
Associations. Simon’s opinions on legal matters and the practice of law are included in a number 
of prestigious legal journals and other publications, including The National Law Journal, The 
Wall Street Journal and Lawyers Weekly, U.S.A.  She also is a frequent contributor to Trial 
Magazine. 
 
Recognized for her community service, Simon has been a member of and active in numerous 
professional organizations. She is Past-President of the American Civil Liberties Union, Cleveland 
Chapter and Past-Chair of the Employment Rights Section of the Association of Trial Lawyers of 
America. Simon is also a Fellow of the International Society of Barristers and the American Board 
of Trial Advocates. 
 
Ellen Simon has two children, and lives with her husband in both Shaker Heights, Ohio and 
Sedona, Arizona.  
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